Dr. Heimet Buchae. Mercsdes” Nydro-
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new hydrogen technolegy

By OAVID SCOTT

tanverted engine.

"We're ready now,” Dr Helmmut
Buchner of Mercedm-Benz told
me. “We could save our city el
Stuttgart over one million gailons
of petruieum fuel a yesr bv con-
verting it foet of J00 urbsin buses
to run on hydrogen. Heuting—and
air condilicning—would be [res
Apinofla, consumIng no eXn ~ner.
kY.

Buchner and his tewm of e
meurchers ab Mercedes' Physical
esearch Depariment have alrcady
converted several vans and bives o
run on thus limitless noa-foasil fuel,
They've replaced the venicles’ Jas
tuinks with contamners of metal hy-
drides. These allovs soak up hiv.
drogen Lke a sponge. then releuse
the gan when heated [PS, March
75 and March ‘73).

I rude around the [ctory test
track in a small, hydrogen-lueled
city busn [ls standard 23-liter,
four-cylinder gasoline engine fhud
been onlv alightly modified—and [
orulkin’t delect anything unwuol
The engine ran sweetly and aucel.
eration was brisk. But T could rell
the difference after our drive, by
snmitfing the talnij=, There were no
telltaie fumes, becauws hydrogen

Pigamg ard salvae arrangemant wand 19
wvdluats i Merent Aydrde combiral«ant
i3 irapecied by puinoe Scoft. For as-
permantll curposss. Mercedes fast Dus
haa lour hydrige-morage Whits, 0 oros
SucHon Busds. 3Gl Cugieand COMLEIN-
= would hod the hws hydhdes yied,

O e T2 5

L & s g & s

A M) e o

e el 8,




