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Out of the industrial arts department at San Diego State Univer-
sity comes an MG sports car converted to get 110 miles to a galion
of disel fuel. Admirers of power and speed might not consider thus
a dream car, but :t should perk up those who fancy escaping from
theborndage of their vil company eredit cards. |

Professor William Guentzier and his students at the Califortia
State University have shown what can e accomplished in the way
of ‘uel efficiency with the right kind of linkering under the tood —
revlacing the original MG engine with a Japanese dise! built for
sractors. to begin with.

It :s a lopg wayv from this demonsiraticn project to a mass-
craduced car that could offer motorists the same kind of mileage.
evertheiess. we see the possibiiities tor Detroit if it could
manage 0 “'reinvent the car’’ as it was urged-o do Oy the govern-
ment a couple of years ago.

The conversion job at San Diego 3'cie seems o coniirm that
miles ner gallen can reach remarkaut-2 levels if one s wi.ling 0
~ake trade-offs (nat eliect perform.ance. comiore, convenience.
safely and other taclors. ‘The cnatiangs 1 tae auto wmdusiry :¢ 0
oush tack the {ronder of {uel etliciercy withaut nventing a car
“hat no one wants todrive '

The converted MG which has run for s months on a taaki of
disel fuel is a one-oi-a-kind. but it is encuuraging lo know that L is
not exacuy a ‘reak. There are enougt: of these experimen:al
models in serwice that San Diego State will host a sympoSium this
summer (or designers of ¢ars getung 100 miles or more to a gailon
of fuei. We hope Chrysier. Ford and tae restcan a‘ford to senc an
observer,



